PAHLEN : You cannot take that paper seriously
enough. Now give it me.

[She obeys calmly, but her smile is now glassy,
ANNA : Suppose I admit that I was curious?
Is there any harm in that ? You know what they
are whispering at Court, and what strange tab
are appearing in the foreign papers. They say
you are the only man who knows the truth. 1
have said so all along, for you know what you
want.

PAHLEN : Yes, Baroness, I know precisely what
I want. I knew it when I took leave of the
Chancellor's secretary In your presence, and
when I brought that paper with me to your
rooms. Perhaps I have been awake longer than
you, Anna.

ANNA : Do you mean that you put that paper
Into my hands for some motive of your own?
PAHLEN : I did not put it there, Anna. Your
hands were indiscreet and clumsy. I provided
for a contingency, that was all. I have warned
you already not to try your wits against me in
affairs of State.

ANNA (uncertainly} : My dear Peter, who says
that I want to try my wits against you ?
PAHLEN : You said that you were on your guard
against me. Well, now you may have good
reason to defend yourself. We have come to such
a pass that I mean to be rid of you once for all,
ANNA (vehemently) : Take care, Pahlen. I may
still be a match for you, if it comes to that,
That paper in your hand betrays your con-
spiracy against the Czar !
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